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DETAILED ACTION 

Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 19(a)-(d), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

2. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the 
United States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application 
by another who has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this 
title before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent. 

3. Claims 1-4, 7-12 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Matsumoto (US Patent Pub. #2003/0071906). 

As to claim 1 , Matsumoto (Fig. 5) discloses an image sensing apparatus 
comprising: an image sensing element (15) that outputs a charge signal in accordance 
with a light amount of an object image formed on a light-receiving surface (Para 0062); 
a light-shielding unit (14) that shields said image sensing element from incident light 
(Para 0060); a plurality of compensation units (11,13, 100-104, 119) that compensate a 
loss in exposure amount for said image sensing element caused by operation of said 
light-shielding unit (Para 0076-0078). 

Matsumoto teaches a setting unit (128) for setting at least one of an image 
sensing mode and an image sensing condition (Para 0111); and a compensation control 
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unit (1 1 7) that controls a compensation amount for each compensation unit in 
accordance with the at least one of the image sensing mode and the image sensing 
condition that is set by said setting unit (Para 0106). 

As to claim 9, this claim differs from claim 1 only in that claim 1 is an apparatus 
claim whereas claim 9 is a method. Thus method claim 9 is analyzed as previously 
discussed with respect to claim 1 above. 

As to claim 10, this claim differs from claim 9 only in that the limitation "priority 
order" is additionally recited. Matsumoto teaches a priority order (Para 0125) to each of 
the plurality of compensation units (11,13, 100-104, 119) in accordance with at least 
one of the image sensing mode (Para 0111) and the image sensing condition (Para 
0123) that is set by the setting unit (128), and the compensation amount for each 
compensation unit is controlled in accordance with the priority order (Para 01 1 1 and 
0125). 

As to claim 2, Matsumoto teaches the apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein 
said plurality of compensation units (11,13, 100-104, 119) include at least an image 
sensing element control unit (100) that controls a charge accumulation time in said 
image sensing element (15) and a gain control unit (102, 103) that controls a gain of the 
charge signal (Para 0074- 0078). 

As to claim 3, Matsumoto teaches the apparatus according to claim 2, wherein if 
the at least one of the image sensing mode (Para 0111) and the image sensing 
condition (Para 0123) that is set by said setting unit (128) is set to preferentially control 
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the charge accumulation time, said compensation control unit (117) preferentially 
controls said gain control unit (Para 01 1 1 - 01 25). 

As to claim 4, Matsumoto teaches the apparatus according to claim 2, wherein if 
the at least one of the image sensing mode (Para 0111) and the image sensing 
condition (Para 0123) that is set by said setting unit (128) is not set to preferentially 
control the charge accumulation time, said compensation control unit (1 1 7) 
preferentially controls said image sensing element control unit (Para 0166 - 0169). 

As to claim 7, Matsumoto teaches the apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein 
said light-shielding unit (14) shields light at least for a period during which said image 
sensing element (15) outputs the charge signal (Para 0060). 

As to claim 8, Matsumoto teaches the apparatus according to claim 1 , wherein 
said compensation control unit (117) gives a priority order (Para 0125) to each of said 
plurality of compensation units (11,13, 100-104, 1 19) in accordance with the at least 
one of the image sensing mode (Para 0111) and the image sensing condition (Para 
0123) that is set by said setting unit (128), and controls the compensation amount for 
each compensation unit in accordance with the priority order (Para 01 1 1 - 0125). 

As to claims 1 1 and 12, Matsumoto teaches a storage medium, readable by an 
information processing apparatus, storing a program including program codes capable 
of realizing the control method according to claim 9, the program being executable by 
the information processing apparatus (Para 0193 - 0197). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

4. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

5. Claims 5 and 6 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Matsumoto in view of Takahashi (US Patent Pub. # 2002/0080247). 

As to claim 5, note the discussion of Matsumoto above, Matsumoto does not 
teach wherein if the image sensing condition set by said setting unit is set to control the 
charge accumulation time to become equal to or shorter than a predetermined time, 
said compensation control unit preferentially controls said gain control unit. Takahashi 
(Fig. 3) teaches wherein if the image sensing condition (Para 0069) set by said setting 
unit (20) is set to control the charge accumulation time (shutter speed, Para 01 1 1 ) to 
become equal to or shorter than a predetermined time, said compensation control unit 
(25) preferentially controls said gain control unit (5) (Para 01 1 1 and 0270-0278). 
Therefore, it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to have provided wherein if the image sensing condition set by said 
setting unit is set to control the charge accumulation time to become equal to or shorter 
than a predetermined time, said compensation control unit preferentially controls said 
gain control unit as taught by Takahashi to the apparatus of Matsumoto, because it is 
therefore rendered possible to set plural control parameters and to control said 
parameters and the photometry area according to the photo taking conditions, thereby 
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achieving optimum photo taking operation constantly in any photo taking situation or 
circumstances (Para 0014 of Takahashi). 

As to claim 6, Takahashi (Fig. 3) teaches wherein if the image sensing condition 
(Para 0069) set by said setting unit (20) is set to control the charge accumulation time 
(shutter speed, Para 01 1 1 ) to become longer than a predetermined time, said 
compensation control unit (25) preferentially controls said image sensing element 
control unit (12) (Para 0111). 

Conclusion 

6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Tsujino (US Patent #6903776) is cited to teach a digital camera with a timing 
generator. 

Katayama (US Patent #6903776) is cited to teach an image combining apparatus 
for generating a single image. 

Ejima (US Patent Pub. #2002/0122133) is cited to teach a digital camera and 
image processing system. 

Voss (US Patent Pub. #2004/0070682) is cited to teach a digital camera with an 
adjustable image resolution. 

Inquiries 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Christopher K. Peterson whose telephone number is 
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571-270-1704. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday 7:30 - 5:00 
EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chanh D. Nguyen can be reached on 571-272-7772. The fax phone 
number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571- 
273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 
CKP 

01/18/2007 

SUPERVISORY PATENT EXAMINER 




